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Homoparenting: challenges for public health 1

Although the term “homoparenting” may be perceived as recent in the field of public health, it was coined
in 1997 by the Association of Gay and Lesbian Parents in France'. This expression refers to families that
include at least one adult who identifies as homosexual, raising one or more children’.

One of the main reasons for homoparenting to be addressed in public health is the need to problematize
what constitutes a family. The diversity of family configurations in society can raise questions about what
is understood by the so-called normal family? implying - at the very least — a better understanding of this
institution. Conscious of this need, most of the studies produced in the field of health in general, in their
inception, question the heteronormative context that serves as an explanatory model for the lack of care
and specific health actions for families constituted by lesbian and gay couples and their children’.

As this challenge is tackled, a plethora of health actions may emerge or be broadened, such as includ-
ing the issue within the scope of health professionals’ training, developing programmatic lines for health
care for homoparental families or, as some people call them, for homoaffective families and promoting of
reproductive rights for homosexual couples, among others.

Furthermore, it is important to highlight the contributions of social movements in demanding rights
for these families, including those in the health field, especially in more conservative political contexts.

Based on the logic of problematizing homoparenting in the field of health in general, and public health
in particular, this Thematic Issue — with its varying theoretical-methodological approaches and themes
from national and international authors - can be a starting point for other discussions to be developed.

TVI4IOLIdd

Romeu Gomes (https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3100-8091) '

Rosana Machin (https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1306-4276) 3

Marcos Antonio Ferreira do Nascimento (https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3363-4232) !
Marcia Tereza Couto (https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5233-4190) 3

! Instituto Nacional de Savide da Mulher, da Crianga e do Adolescente, Fundagio Oswaldo Cruz. Rio de
Janeiro RJ Brasil.

2 Diretoria Compromisso Social, Hospital Sirio-Libanés. Sdo Paulo SP Brasil.

* Faculdade de Medicina, Universidade de Sdo Paulo. Sdo Paulo SP Brasil.

References

1. Gross M. Histoire des revendications homoparentales en France. Bull d’Histoire Politique 2010; 18(2):113-123.

2. Bourdieu P. Des familles sans nom. Actes Recherche Sci Soc 1996; 113:3-5.

3. Gomes R, Toma TS, Silva JL, Domene FM, Silva A. A homoparentalidade como questio da satde coletiva: uma revisdo de
escopo. Rev Saude Publica 2023; 57:80.

[c)JSEEEE This is an Open Access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License Cien Saude Colet 2024; 29:¢00162024



