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ABSTRACT

Obijective: to identify and analyze evidence from studies about the importance of civilian nursing organizations. Method: an
integrative literature review, for which searches were conducted in the databases LILACS, PubMed/MEDLINE, SciELO, BDENF,
and Scopus. Results: sixteen articles published between the years 2004-2013 were selected, 68.75% of which were sourced
from Brazilian journals and 31.25% from American journals. Conclusion: civilian nursing organizations are important and
necessary, because they have collaborated decisively in nursing struggles in favor of the working class and society in general,
and these contributions influence different axes of professional performance.

Descriptors: Nursing; Nursing societies; History of Nursing; Professional Associations; Social organization.

RESUMO

Obijetivo: identificar e analisar as evidéncias trazidas por estudos sobre a importancia das organizagoes civis de enfermagem.
Método: trata-se de uma revisao integrativa da literatura em que foram realizadas buscas nos bancos de dados LILACS, PubMed/
MEDLINE, SciELO, BDENF e Scopus. Resultados: foram selecionados 16 artigos publicados entre os anos de 2004 a 2013,
sendo que 68,75% dos trabalhos sio originados do Brasil e 31,25% sao publicacoes estadunidenses. Conclusao: as entidades
da Enfermagem sao importantes e necessarias, pois tém colaborado decisivamente nas lutas da categoria em favor da classe e
da sociedade em geral, e essas contribuicoes incidem sobre os varios eixos de atuagcao profissional.

Descritores: Enfermagem; Sociedades de Enfermagem; Histéria da Enfermagem; Associagdes Profissionais; Organizacao Social.

RESUMEN
Obijetivo: identificar y analizar las evidencias expresadas por estudios sobre la importancia de las organizaciones civiles de
enfermeria. Método: se trata de una revision integrativa de la literatura, en la cual fueron realizadas bdsquedas en los bancos
de datos LILACS, PubMed/MEDLINE, SciELO, BDENF y Scopus. Resultados: fueron seleccionados 16 articulos publicados
entre los anos 2004 y 2013, resultando que el 68,75% de los mismos fueron realizados en Brasil, y el 31,25% en los Estados

572 Rev Bras Enferm [Internet]. 2016 mai-jun;69(3):572-80. http://dx.doi.org/10.1590/0034-7167.2016690326i



The importance of civilian nursing organizations: integrative literature review

Unidos. Conclusidn: las entidades de Enfermeria son importantes y necesarias, dado que han colaborado decisivamente en
las luchas de la categoria en favor de la clase y de la sociedad en general, y dichas contribuciones inciden sobre varios ejes

de actuacion profesional.

Descriptores: Enfermeria; Sociedades de Enfermeria; Historia de la Enfermeria; Asociaciones Profesionales; Organizacién Social.
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INTRODUCTION

Analysis of the socio-historical context of Brazil demon-
strates that social and political participation by popular sectors
of society has been achieved through confrontation with he-
gemonic groups in a conjuncture where political, social, and
economic contradictions are the object of important struggles
for the realization of basic rights, democratic representation,
and overcoming social inequalities arising from the system of
capital accumulation®.

With regard to the political organization of nursing in Bra-
zil, there are few records in the literature on this subject and,
amid advances and setbacks, the sector’s political participa-
tion remains incipient. This is because it lacks a political and
social project built by different sectors of the working class
that expresses the interests of the profession and society in
general, and that is able to guide actions and interventions in
spaces of deliberation and power, both within and outside the
field of nursing®.

Despite the challenges, since the birth of modern nursing in
Brazil the commitment and organizational capacity of nurses
was immediately expressed. Soon after the first class of nurses
received their degrees in 1925 from the (then) School of Nurs-
ing of the National Department of Public Health (EE/DNSP)
in Rio de Janeiro now known as the Anna Nery School of
Nursing (ANSN) of the Federal University of Rio de Janeiro the
National Association of Registered Nurses (ANED) (currently
the Brazilian Association of Nursing - ABEn) was founded in
1926 as a civil nursing organization with the mission to bring
nursing professionals together and develop the profession in
its various lines of action®.

For nearly 50 years, ABEn was the only entity to fight
for the professional category of nursing in the country and,
since its inception, has consistently worked in favor of the
technical, scientific, political, and cultural development of
the profession, “seeking to implement new strategies aimed
at problem solving, and has been fighting continuously,
through its members, for a broad social and economic order
that is more fair and in solidarity and cooperation with or-
ganized civil society”®. Today the Association is present in
all states of Brazil, and has focused its efforts on uniting the
forces of professional organizations to make demands of in-
terest to nurses in the spheres of labor, education, research,
and nursing care®.

Given the above, an integrative literature review was per-
formed, and the evidence presented here can support nurs-
ing professionals to think and rethink their organizational

practice to support the causes of nursing in Brazil. These
would include its technical, scientific, political, and cultural
development; the struggle for greater visibility and recogni-
tion of the work developed by nursing staff in terms of its
social impacts in improving people’s living conditions; and
the promotion of consolidation of the public Unified Health
System, sustained on the principles of fairness, integrity and
universality. Thus, this study aimed to identify and analyze
the evidence put forth by studies on the importance of civil-
ian nursing organizations.

METHOD

This was an integrative literature review, using a research
method that, based on the synthesis of multiple studies, al-
lows identification of the state of knowledge of a particu-
lar subject as well as gaps that need to be filled with new
research, thereby enabling obtaining more general conclu-
sions about a particular area of knowledge®”.

To guide development of this integrative review, the fol-
lowing guiding question was formulated: What is the evi-
dence put forth by published studies about the importance
of civilian nursing organizations? Searches for articles took
place in the fourth quarter of 2014, and the databases used
were: the Latin American and Caribbean Center on Health
Sciences (LILACS); the Scientific Electronic Library Online
(SciELO); and the Nursing Database (BDENF). The follow-
ing search terms and combinations in Portuguese were
used: “nursing societies”; “professional associations” and
“nursing”; and “social organization” and “nursing.” The fol-
lowing two strategies were used in the databases PubMed/
MEDLINE (US National Library of Medicine/International
Literature on Health Sciences) and the Scopus Database
(Subject Areas: Health Sciences): “societies, nursing;” and
“American Nurses’ Association”.

The titles and abstracts of the 725 articles found were
read. The selection process was guided by the follow-
ing inclusion criteria: articles available in full online; and
published since 2000 in Portuguese, English, or Spanish
since. This timeframe is justified by the expansion of gradu-
ate courses and the consolidation of research groups since
2000, which has quantitatively and qualitatively increased
scientific production in nursing®. Publications that were
excluded were editorials, biographies, letters to the reader,
and similar publications. Sixteen studies were included in
the sample of this literature review, which were submitted
to external and internal analysis and are presented in Box 1.
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Box 1 -

comes, Maceid, Alagoas, Brazil, 2015

Distribution of articles selected according to title, year of publication, country, study design, interventions and out-

Title

Year
Country

Design

Interventions

Outcomes

La Federacién Panamericana de
Profesionales de Enfermeria: vision
y proyecciones para el siglo XXI
[The Pan-American Federation of
Nursing Professionals: vision and
projections for the XXI century]

2004
Brazil

Reflective
study

Presents the concepts of
association and leadership,
and examines the paths that

the profession took as a

professional organization.

Discusses the role of associations for
the construction of a healthier and
just nursing society.

Development of the American
Association of Critical-Care Nurses’
Sedation Assessment Scale for
Critically lll Patients

2005
USA

Clinical trial

Presents the results of phase
2 of a sedation assessment
project of the American
Association of Critical-Care
Nurses.

Proposes a new scale for assessing
sedation, which consists of five
areas: awareness, agitation, anxiety,
sleep, and patient-ventilator
synchrony.

A Construcao de uma Nova Forma
de Representacao Profissional
um desafio no “Projeto Politico-
Profissional da Enfermagem
Brasileira” [Building a new form for
professional organization - a challeng
for the “Political-Professional Project
of Brazilian Nursing”]

2006
Brazil

Reflective
study

Presents the Participatory
Movement, an important
social movement in Nursing
in Brazil, and highlights
the victories gained by the
movement.

Argues the need to build
agreements and to make explicit in
the “Political-Professional Project” of
nursing the importance of building
a single organization from ABEn.

Ensino de Graduacdo em
Enfermagem: a contribui¢do
da Associacao Brasileira de

Enfermagem [Teaching in
undergraduate nursing: the

contribution of Brazilian Nursing
Association]

2006
Brazil

Reflective
study

Retraces the history of
undergraduate nursing
education in Brazil, providing
analytical tools for the current
situation of nursing education.

Highlights the contributions of
ABEn in the process of nursing
education and in the construction
and sustainability of the National
Curricular Guidelines of the
Undergraduate Nursing Course.

Andlise Historica do Jornal da
ABEn: mudangas e transformagoes
no século XXI [Historical analysis
of ABEn’s Newsletter: changes and
transformations in the XXI Century]

2008
Brazil

Descriptive,
exploratory,
and
interpretative
study

Identifies, quantifies and
critically analyzes the content
of articles from 19 editions
of Jornal ABEn, published in
the first five years of the 21st
century, from the perspective
of an undergraduate nursing
student.

Concludes that the quality of the
journal significantly improved
beginning in mid-2002, and that the
authors of the materials are mostly
members of the board of ABEn
Nacional, and that the predominant
themes are health and education
policies.

A Associacdo Brasileira de
Enfermagem e a Criagao do
Conselho Profissional no Brasil
[The Brazilian Association
of Nursing and Professional
Development Council in Brazil]

2009
Brazil

Social-
historical

Shows that the struggle
waged by nursing leaders in
Brazil through ABEn were
instrumental in the creation
of the supervisory body and
regulator of professional
nursing practice.

Highlights the importance of
integrating trade associations for
development of the profession.

Upgrading the American
Association of Critical-Care Nurses’
Evidence-Leveling Hierarchy

2009
USA

Descriptive
study

Describes the work of a group
of nurses from the American
Association of Critical-Care

Nurses, to analyze levels
of evidence for nursing
interventions for patients in
critical care.

The assessment carried out by the
group led to the development of a
classification system.

Associagao Brasileira de
Enfermagem no Contexto da
Reforma Educacional de 1996
[Associacao Brasileira de
Enfermagem in the context of the
educational reform of 1996]

2010
Brazil

Historical
social

Analyzes the position of
ABEn in the field of higher
education in nursing, and

discusses strategies for
struggle undertaken by
spokespersons for higher
education in nursing based on
the guidelines of the LDB/96.

Strategies for struggle adopted
by nursing agents occurred from
political-expansionist, political-
legal, and political-organizational
policies, which contributed to the
reconfiguration of the field of higher
education in nursing.

To be continued
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Title

Year
Country

Design

Interventions

Outcomes

Revisions to the 2009 American
Society of Clinical Oncology
/ Oncology Nursing Society
Chemotherapy Administration
Safety Standards: Expanding the
Scope to Include Inpatient Settings

2012
USA

Descriptive
study

Publishes a set of 31 safety
standards for adult cancer
patients on chemotherapy.

Recognizes that safety in
administration of chemotherapy
at home is still not adapted to the
original standards.

Role of Professional Organizations
in Advocating for the Nursing
Profession

2012
USA

Reflective
study

Discusses characteristics of
the profession, analyzes the
history of professional nursing
organizations, and describes
the activities in which they
advocate on behalf of the
professional category.

Emphasizes the need for all nurses
to participate in their professional
organizations and associations, and
highlights how these organizations
help to give visibility to the
profession in society.

Sobre a Associacao Brasileira de
Enfermagem 85 Anos de Historia:
pontuais avancos e conquistas,
contribuigdes marcantes e desafios
[About the Brazilian Nursing
Association - 85 years of history:
punctual advances and conquests,
remarkable contributions, and
challenges.]

2012
Brazil

Reflective
study

Highlights advances and
achievements enshrining
ABEN as the associative entity
in Brazil, in an associative
development and social
commitment plan, and with
emphasis on the need to point
out permanent challenges.

Emphasizes the idea of raising
questions in the context of the
tangible associative entity to the
ideal of monitoring the progress
of the professional trade in regard
to the value of nursing in the
face of commitment and social
responsibility, and relative to the
care offered/provided to clients and
users of the health system.

A ABEn e a Preservacao da
Memoéria Profissional: implantagao
do Centro de Memoria da
Enfermagem Brasileira [The ABEn
and the professional memory
preserving: the Brazilian Nursing
Memory Centre implantation.]

2013
Brazil

Historical
social

Demonstrates that since
1926 the directors of the
Nursing in Brazil Association
have contributed to the
implementation of the
Memory Center, given the
importance attributed to
the preservation of nursing
memory.

Concludes that the memory
recorded in the collection is a
symbolic material asset for nursing
in Brazil, to be transmitted through
the historiography derived from it.

A Enfermagem Psiquiatrica, a
ABEn e o Departamento Cientifico
de Enfermagem Psiquidtrica e
Saude Mental: avancos e desafios
[Psychiatric Nursing, ABEn and the
Scientific Department of Psychiatric
and Mental Health Nursing:
progress and challenges]

2013
Brazil

Reflective
study

The reflections point to changes
in the paradigm of psychosocial
care, in which it is essential to
train professionals capable of
working in management and
care from an interdisciplinary
perspective within the network
of care.

Concludes that the Scientific
Department of Psychiatric and
Mental Health Nursing created by
ABEn is a strategy to gather and
consolidate the work of experts,
aiming for excellence of this type
of care.

Departamento Cientifico de
Enfermagem Gerontolégica
da Associacao Brasileira de
Enfermagem [Scientific Department
of Gerontological Nursing of the
Brazilian Nursing Association]

2013
Brazil

Reflective
study

The results showed the
movement to produce
knowledge and commitment
to achieve the goals proposed
to the Scientific Department of
Gerontological Nursing.

Concludes that creation of
the department represents a
milestone for the political and
scientific organization of nursing
professionals seeking to qualify
themselves for autonomous and
competent care.

85 Anos de ABEn” e 80 de REBEN”
Promovendo o Desenvolvimento
Cientifico e Profissional da
Enfermagem Brasileira [85 years of
ABEn and 80 of REBEn Promoting
the Scientific and Professional
Development of Brazilian Nursing]

2013
Brazil

Reflective
study

Discusses the contribution
of ABEn to the scientific and
professional development of

nursing in Brazil.

Emphasizes the importance of
ABEnN regarding the development
of nursing as discipline, profession,
and work in Brazil.

2013 Updated American Society
of Clinical Oncology/Oncology
Nursing Society Chemotherapy
Administration Safety Standards
Including Standards for the Safe

Administration and Management of
Oral Chemotherapy

2013
USA

Descriptive
study

Describes the work of the
American Society of Clinical
Oncology and Oncology
Nursing Society Chemotherapy
Administration Safety
Standards in a review of safety
standards for chemotherapy
administration.

Systematizes the standards set for
safe use of parenteral chemotherapy,
including technical issues, and
preparation and administration of
medications.

Source: Santos, Santos, Costa et al., 2015.
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RESULTS

The first variable analyzed was the year of release, and it
was verified that 50.00% of the articles were published in the
years 2012 and 2013, while the others were published between
2004 and 2010; 62.50% of the studies were published in Por-
tuguese and only 6.25% in Spanish, and it is important to note
the amount of research published in English (31.25%). In addi-
tion, 68.75% of the selected works were sourced from Brazil,
and 31.25% were from research in the United States. There
were no works from other sources, probably due to the search
criteria used and the characteristics of the consulted databases.

Analysis of the publishing vehicle showed that 62.50%
were published in the Revista Brasileira de Enfermagem (RE-
BEn); 12.50% in the Journal of American Critical Care; 6.25%
in the Revista de Pesquisa: cuidado é fundamental; 6.25% in
the Oncology Nursing Forum; 6.25% in the Journal of Oncol-
ogy Practice; and 6.25% in the Online Journal of Issues in
Nursing (OJIN). Thus, 68.75% of the studies were published
in national journals, and 31.25% in international journals.

These data enabled finding the Qualis of the publications,
considering “nursing” as the area of evaluation and the updated
Qualis of the periodical (2014), in which 75.00% of the articles
fell into strata AT and A2, while only 6.25% were in stratum B2.
It should be noted that 18.75% of the studies had a Qualis of
“not evaluated,” meaning that although they had been assessed
in their countries, they were not yet assessed in Brazil.

Qualification of the authors was analyzed by counting their
number in the 16 selected studies, which was 61, and then
excluding repetitions; 53 authors remained. Querying the
metadata available in the articles and the authors’ curricula
enabled identification of the highest professional ranking of
43 of them: 76.74% had a doctoral degree; 11.63% had a
master’s degree; and 11.63% had completed their undergrad-
uate degree, mostly in nursing.

It was found that all of the articles stated their aim explicit-
ly, and a total of 26 aims were counted; of these, 42.32% were
descriptive and only 15.38% were analytical. However, it is
interesting to note that 26.92% of the aims indicated an inter-
est to discuss/reflect on issues related to civil organizations.

Furthermore, 73.68% of the findings of the articles con-
firmed the idea that civil nursing organizations have deci-
sively contributed to the development of the profession in
the spheres of education, research, professional practice, and
social movement, including preserving the historical memory
of the profession and its professional and institutional iden-
tity. For example, 15.79% of the articles argued the need to
strengthen and integrate the organizations, including propos-
ing to create a project in which civil organizations assume
the role of monitoring the profession, and 10.53% affirmed
the importance of the participation of nursing professionals in
civil organizations.

DISCUSSION

Most of the publishing vehicles had high Qualis, which
positively conveys the quality of work. It is possible that this

finding is related to the categorization of the authors, who
were mostly graduate students at the master’s and doctoral
levels, and therefore well versed in the science of nursing.
Furthermore, there is the fact that they retain ties with strictu
sensu graduate programs, with the responsibility to publish
the results of their research and theoretical reflections®.

Also considering the subject of this review and the data
presented on the categorization of the authors, the results re-
vealed that qualified nurses are interested in the subject, and
therefore it is important to emphasize that a portion of the au-
thors were people who had experience with nursing associa-
tions, were involved with these organizations, and were dedi-
cated to the “ethical intentionality of the mystique of nursing”
and to the values and objectives of associative participation
and social commitment®.

Considering the time frame of this study, it was found that
only from the second decade of the 2000s was there a pro-
gressive increase in the number of publications on civil nursing
organizations, highlighting the years 2012 and 2013. It is in-
teresting to note that of the eight publications from this period,
three are from the U.S.; this may be associated with the social
organization of the country, which is strongly based on social
representation®'?, On the other hand, the number of Brazilian
articles shows that the nursing community in Brazil maintains
a growing pace of publications on the subject, which may con-
tribute to increase records about its political organization.

As for the journal of publication, most were linked to civil
organizations such as REBEn in Brazil and U.S. journals such as
OJIN of the American Nurses Association (ANA). It seems rea-
sonable to assert that these organizations have used their publi-
cation vehicles to ensure nursing communities a space for dis-
cussion about issues that affect them, and subsequently publish
studies on social, political, and historical phenomena and their
effect on work in nursing®'?. In this sense, this can be a power-
ful strategy to strengthen the commitment of members associ-
ated with organizations and the profession, uniting collaborative
efforts for the achievement of common goals and dissemination
of issues of interest to nursing students and professionals®'?.

In the Brazilian context, REBEn and the Jornal da ABEn
deserve mention as ABEn’s official publications®'"13, REBEn
was created by the Association in 1932 with the title Annaes
de Enfermagem, as a scientific journal whose founding was di-
rectly linked to Edith de Magalhaes Fraenkel and Rachel Had-
dock Lobo, respectively president of the organization and di-
rector of the Ana Nery School of Nursing at the time®'"'3. The
goal was to develop a new area of research in nursing, in order
to assure Brazilian nurses a space to publicize their research
experiences, thereby promoting the growth of knowledge of
nursing and preserving the memory of the profession®'13,
Since its inception, the journal has been developing and meet-
ing requirements of the contemporary world, including adher-
ing to increasingly strict publication criteria.

The Jornal da ABEn was established in 1958 under the
title Boletim Informativo, with the mission “to keep members
aware of the most significant news about the profession”?.
Starting with Volume 45 in 2003, the journal adopted its cur-
rent name, and not only currently consists of a news bulletin,
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but contributes to the political and ideological development
of its readers?.

Analyzing the objects of study of the selected articles, it
was found that, in the Brazilian context, ABEn was the focus
of most of the studies, perhaps because it is the oldest nurs-
ing organization in the country, and even acts as an umbrella
organization for other municipal, union, and scientific nurs-
ing organizations in Brazil®" ¥, It seems that, in a way, all of
the articles addressed the contributions of the Association to
the world of nursing, especially in the areas of education">'®,
care and professional practice*'7'® political participation?,
and preservation of the memory of the profession"?. It is note-
worthy that there was mention of unions, specialties, and su-
pervisory bodies of professional nursing practice during the
joint work developed by these institutions in favor of the de-
mands of the field of nursing.

One article specifically addressed the Pan-American Federa-
tion of Nursing Professionals (FEPPEN), which was founded in
November 1970 as a private, nonprofit, non-governmental orga-
nization made up of national professional nursing organizations
in Latin America and the Caribbean"'?%, In Brazil, FEPPEN is
represented by ABEn, which was also a founding member of
the organization". This research sought to demonstrate, in a
prospective vision for the 21% century, the Federation’s commit-
ment to scientific, political, economic, and social development
of the nursing profession and workers of each region, based on
a definition of guidelines, aims and targets that encouraged soli-
darity, cooperative work, and defense of the right to health and
social security in member countries®?,

The articles published in English shared the characteristic of
treating the achievements of scientific organizations of nursing
experts for the improvement of care and research practices, in-
cluding in partnership with other entities, demonstrating that as-
sociations seek to positively influence the improvement of care
provided by articulating the development of care protocols and
disseminating evidence to support care®™?¥, However, among
the studies, one described the mobilization activities of profes-
sional nursing organizations, emphasizing the role of ANA and
the International Council of Nurses (ICN)1.

ANA was established in 1896 under the name Associated
Alumnae of Trained Nurses of the United States and Canada,
but assumed its current name in 1911199, This organization
represents the interests of more than three million nurses in
the U.S., and has been busy raising the standards of nursing
practice and promoting the rights of nurses in the workplace,
including in conjunction with other institutions"?. The ICN
is a federation of more than 130 professional nursing asso-
ciations, representing over 13 million workers worldwide!"?.
It was founded in 1899 as the first and most comprehensive
international organization managed by nurses, assuming the
task of representing nursing worldwide, advancing the profes-
sion and influencing health policy®'?.

In this sense, it seems that the selected studies bring with
them a concern to make public the contributions of civil
nursing organizations in Brazil and abroad. To this end, the
associations adopted their own publication vehicles, giving
evidence that they (the organizations) have been making

The importance of civilian nursing organizations: integrative literature review

collective efforts, including working together with other in-
stitutions within and outside the profession, to overcome the
problems that affect it, as well as to build relevant achieve-
ments for the profession and society in general®1220,

Analyzing all of the proposed objectives and methodologi-
cal approaches used together, it was possible to perceive that
the selected articles sought mainly to describe the contributions
of the organizations to the development of the profession. As
such, the descriptive methodology, historical and social stud-
ies, and theoretical reflective discursive studies were those best
adapted to this purpose®! 13151720 This is possibly because
these types of research enable description of objects of study
related to the phenomenon of the social and political participa-
tion of nursing, as well as discussing their situational aspects.

The presence of historical studies in the sample of this re-
view is quite interesting, as the sources consulted explained
that this type of study can awaken in nurses a sense of belong-
ing to the profession, and an enduring commitment to it and
to the training of a professional identity®'"1325 These aspects
are very important, especially considering the challenges
that nursing faces at this historic moment, in a conjuncture
strongly influenced by the principles of wealth accumulation,
entrepreneurship, and free competition that require the expro-
priation of labor rights from the working class, and that are
manifesting in the social, economic, and political realms of
provision of health care services.

These aspects are essential in the struggle for the social rec-
ognition of the work carried out by nursing professionals, for
better training and qualification, and greater representation in
spaces of power in a manner coherent with its quantitative
expression of workers and the great responsibility they assume
in the provision of nursing care®':20,

As for the conclusions of the studies included in the pres-
ent review, the evidence is that civil nursing organizations
contribute to the development of the profession in its various
areas of work®'2% in which professional training and care
for human beings are the most discussed>'42'24, In regard
to professional practice and political participation in social
movements, the need to strengthen and integrate such organi-
zations is highlighted, along with the importance of participa-
tion of the working class in these associations®1219.20,

In the Brazilian context, the studies conclude that, since
its inception, ABEn has always been vigilant in monitoring all
proposals and actions that relate to nursing education opining,
reflecting, building, and intervening competently and consis-
tently with the social mandate that it assumes with nursing
professionals and society® /1516,

In this trajectory of work, the creation of the Education
Committee in 1939, through participation in formulation of
Law No. 775 of 1949, and the minimum curricula of 1962,
1972, and 1994 stand out. In addition, there is the initiative
to create the National Seminar on Guidelines for Nursing Edu-
cation (SENADEN) as a space for discussion on the subject,
whose proposals influenced the National Curriculum Guide-
lines for Undergraduate Nursing Education in 2001, as well
as dissemination and promotion of adherence to these guide-
lines by nursing schools throughout the country ©11.1516),
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Thus, ABEn has played an important role in the process of
developing nursing education in Brazil, articulating and me-
diating strategies collectively built with other entities such as
the Rede Unida [United Network], the National Federation of
Nurses of Brazil, the Brazilian Association of Medical Educa-
tion, and sectors of the ministries of education and health,
to promote change in institutions that provide education and
health services, bringing together the voices of students and
professionals in favor of an educational project that meets the
needs of the population>19,

Regarding the development and growth of research, the
creation of the Center of Studies and Research in Nursing
(CEPEn) in 1971 is highlighted, which aims to “encourage the
development and dissemination of nursing research, organize
and preserve historical professional documents”®. In this
same area, since 1979 ABEn has held the National Seminar
on Nursing Research (SENPE), a biannual event that brings to-
gether: “students, teachers and researchers, with presentations
reports and shows setting up research projects and results of
specific advancements and outstanding achievements to the
domain of professional knowledge”®.

With regard to professional practice and provision of health
care to populations, the Association has always been atten-
tive, and participated in discussions and the development of
legal instruments of regulation of nursing practice. This was
the case with Decree No. 20,109/31, which provided the first
legal provision of this nature; Law No. 2,604/1955 and then
Law No. 7,498/1986, which regulate professional nursing
practice today; and Law No. 5,905/73, which deals with the
creation of a system for monitoring professional practice®''¥
that influences the quality of care provided by workers.

Moreover, ABEn is concerned with the work environment and
situation of nursing professionals, considering that a significant
portion of these individuals work in inadequate settings, with
compensation far short of the social responsibility they assume,
with multiple work shifts lacking proper protection of their own
health and, in many cases, under the constraint of harassment, as
well as having to deal with the exhausting process of the health
system and job insecurity!"". To engender changes in this scenar-
io, the Association has been interacting with other entities seek-
ing to ensure the consolidation of the Brazilian Public Unified
Health System, as it believes that only a single equitable, univer-
sal, and comprehensive health system can alleviate the situation
of social inequality to which the population is subjected™.

On this point, the significant contributions of ABEn to the
dissemination of the International Classification for Nursing
Practice (CIPE®) stands out, along with its intensive work for
the inclusion of terms related to public health, which were in-
cluded in the International Classification for Nursing Practice
in Public Health (CIPESC)!"":20),

Within the scope of political participation, in analyzing the
historical background of ABEn one article referred to the Par-
ticipation Movement as a social movement of nursing in Bra-
zil, made up of nursing professionals and students who shared
the understanding that ABEn should be a democratic orga-
nization, strengthened to participate in the general struggles
of society and to act autonomously and independently that

is, without suffering constraints by the state, political parties,
and/or multinational corporations operating in the health care
sector and that it was the interlocutor of the nursing profession
in favor of the interests of its members‘?.

On this issue, it should be emphasized that, on the part
of the leadership in the profession, there has always been a
concern to ensure spaces for organization and training, with a
view toward strengthening the purposeful action of the orga-
nization and, when necessary, to ensure the democratization
of the spaces conquered, especially in the 1980s. This consti-
tuted the Participation Movement, from which the organiza-
tion’s guidelines were reorganized?.

According to this article, among the proposals of the Partic-
ipation Movement in some Brazilian states (that were not the
consensus among Movement members nationwide) was the
construction of a unitary entity, that is, an organization that
“exceeds the current reality that separates nurses from other
nursing professionals, and that separates political, associative
and scientific organization from labor union organization and
monitoring professional practice””. The authors explain that
this proposal has not yet been put into discussion in ABEn, but
suggest, considering the discussions to date, that ABEn take
the initiative by changing its legal status, thereby enabling it to
also assume these functions".

CONCLUSION

This review aimed to identify and analyze the contributions
of 16 articles selected from major databases of national and in-
ternational literature. It was found that these articles were mainly
published in journals of civil organizations, which were well
sought after by qualified authors and linked to strictu sensu grad-
uate programs to disseminate the results of their research.

Regarding the types of studies that have addressed the is-
sue, it was noted that the socio-historical articles helped to
contextualize the circumstances of establishment and opera-
tion of organizations representative of nursing, as well as to
report achievements in the development of the profession.
Another finding, found in 10 national articles, is that ABEn
has provided important services to nursing and to Brazilian
health, among other things, in order to keep a journal classi-
fied by CAPES with a Qualis A2, and to organize national and
international events that discuss and interfere with the educa-
tional policies and research in nursing and health. Similarly,
other articles attribute similar importance to ANA, FEPPEN,
and the ICN in defending the interests of nursing.

All of the articles identified the fact that nursing organiza-
tions are important and necessary, as they have contributed de-
cisively in the struggles of the profession in favor of the work-
ing class and society in general. The most significant evidence
found was that these contributions are levied on the various
axes of professional practice, and that they seek to defend a
political project of professional training and qualification that
is consistent with the interests of the working class and social
demands, as well as to ensure spaces for the dissemination of
studies on the phenomena that are of interest to professionals
in the field. All of this has the perspective to mature a critical
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mass of knowledge to serve to support the demands of nurs-
ing and improve its standards, based on the defense of decent
working conditions, and dissemination of research to promote
positive changes in services and consolidate health systems
guided by the principles of equality, integrity, and resolution,
in order to reduce social inequalities.

From the foregoing, we can concluded that the objectives
were achieved and the results, considering the current social,

The importance of civilian nursing organizations: integrative literature review

economic, and political context, allow for the recommenda-
tion to nursing communities in Brazil and other countries
to continue studying and publishing on the subject from a
perspective of the ideological direction of the association’s
members and the preservation of the collective memory of
the profession, generating evidence of the social importance
of the work of the directors of the civil organizations of the
profession.
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