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Only three species of Pristimantis have been recorded 
in Atlantic Forest remnant areas in Northeast Brazil: 
P.  paulodutrai (Bokermann, 1975), with records from 
Alagoas State south to Bahia State; P. ramagii (Boulenger, 
1888), distributed from Paraiba State to northern Bahia; 
and P. vinhai (Bokermann, 1975 “1974”), with records 
only for southern Bahia State and eastern Sergipe State 
(Silvano and Pimenta, 2003; Juncá, 2006; Morato et al., 
2011; Frost, 2014).

The present work presents three new records for the 
occurrence of P. vinhai (Bokermann, 1975 “1974”) in the 
Atlantic Forest in Northeast Brazil (Figures 1 and 2a, b). 
A specimen was collected in the Mata do Buraquinho 
Permanent Preservation Area (7º08’42”S, 34º51’54”W) in 
the municipality of João Pessoa, Paraiba State (July 5, 2005), 
and seven additional specimens were collected in Mata do 
Açude Cafundó (07°10’S, 35°05’W) in the municipality 
of Cruz do Espirito Santo, located approximately 20 km 
west of the Mata do Buraquinho site (August 22, 2004). 
One additional specimen was found in the Mata da Usina 
São José Ecological Reserve (7°50’S, 34°60’W) in the 
municipality of Igarassu, Pernambuco State (May 6, 2011) 
(72.8 km from Mata do Açude Cafundó and 77.2 km from 
Mata do Buraquinho). The occurrence of populations of 
P. vinhai in the Atlantic Forest of Pernambuco and Paraiba 
States extends its geographic distribution, respectively 
375 and 429 km north of the last occurrence area, namely 
Refúgio de Vida Silvestre Mata do Junco, in the municipality 
of Capela, in western Sergipe State (Morato et al., 2011). 
It is probable that populations of P. vinhai will be found 

in forest fragments in Alagoas State (located between 
Sergipe and Pernambuco).

1. Diagnosis

The specimens of P. vinhai were diagnosed by the 
combination of the following characters: small size (adult 
male (n = 1) - SVL: 17.2 mm); adult females (n = 5) - SVL 
26.6 ± 1.8 mm; range: 23.7-28.5 mm); presence of small 
tubercles in upper eyelids; relative length of fingers of the 
forelimbs: I ≈ II < III > IV; adhesive discs of fingers I and 
II slightly wider than its phalanges; III and IV fingers with 
wider adhesive discs than its phalanges; well developed 
subarticular tubercles; Inner carpal tubercle well developed, 
ovoid. Outer carpal tubercle composed by two or three smaller 
tubercles. Toes of the hindlimbs long and thin with well 
developed adhesive discs, except that of toe I. The relative 
size of toes: I < II < III ≈ V < IV. Inner metatarsal tubercle 
large, prominent, ovoid. Outer metatarsal tubercle small. 
Mid-dorsal stripe beige colored extending from snout to 
cloacal region being wider at anterior portion of the snout. 
In some specimens, the beige medium-dorsal stripe can 
be absent. A red spot on the inner and outer sides of the 
thighs can be present or absent.

All specimens examined have been deposited in the 
Herpetology Collection at the Department of Systematics 
and Ecology at the Federal University of Paraíba (UFPB) in 
João Pessoa and in the Herpetology Collection of the Federal 
Rural University of Pernambuco, Serra Talhada Campus 
(UFRPE). Material examined: Mata do Açude Cafundó 
(municipality of Cruz do Espírito Santo, Paraiba State): 



Braz. J. Biol., 2016,  vol. 76, no. 2, pp. 548-550 549549

Geographic distribution of Pristimantis vinhai in the Atlantic Forest

UFPB 4917-4923; Mata do Buraquinho (municipality of 
João Pessoa, Paraiba State): UFPB 4924; Reserva Ecológica 
da Usina São José (municipality of Igarassu, Permanbuco 
State): CHUFRPE-905; and Estação Ecológica do Pau 
Brasil/CEPLAC (municipality of Porto Seguro, Bahia 
State): UFPB 4878-4916.
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Figure 2. Specimens of Pristimantis vinhai from the (a) Mata do Açude Cafundó (municipality of Cruz do Espirito Santo, 
Paraiba State, Brazil) and (b) Ecological Reserve of Usina São José (municipality of Igarassu, Pernambuco State, Brazil). 
Photographs: (a) Washington L. S. Vieira, and (b) Fabiana O. Amorim.

Figure 1. Map of the distribution of populations of Pristimantis vinhai in remnants of the Atlantic Forest in Northeast Brazil. 
The new localities are indicated by triangles and squares for earlier ones.
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