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COVID-19 interferes in the disclosure of the first Brazilian GIAHS site
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The Brazilian region known as Espinhaço Range 
presents significant exposures of rocky outcrops at high 
altitudes that conditioned species richness and endemism 
in this territory. The area was declared a Biosphere 
Reserve by the United Nations Educational, Scientific, 
and Cultural Organization - UNESCO, linked to the “Man 
and the Biosphere Programme” (Brasil, 2018). Despite the 
negative actions of deforestation in Brazil (Amigo, 2020), 
the defence of biodiversity in the Espinhaço Range has 
been extensive and has scientific support from several 
institutions.

In this location, in a unique interaction between humans 
and nature, “sempre-vivas” flowers have been collected 
for generations in Brazil. The communities associated 
flowers extractivism with plant cultivation and small 
livestock. The Food and Agriculture Organization - FAO 
recently designated this interaction as Globally Important 
Agricultural Heritage Systems (GIAHS) (FAO, 2020). 
The maintenance of hundreds of families that depend on 
the extraction of these plants has universal appeal; on the 
other hand, researches point out the fragility of the loss of 
biodiversity. A good example is the few studies focused 
on phenology and management for collecting species such 
as the genus Comanthera.

The worsening of the COVID-19 pandemic in Brazil 
interrupted all events and meetings to publicize this 
national GIAHS. However, the consequences of this 
prestigious recognition will produce policies of attention to 
the environment, strengthening actions throughout Brazil 
to contain deforestation and forest fires. Associated with 
the title of Biosphere Reserve, the Brazilian GIAHS will 
support activities of orderly flower extraction and strategies 
for human maintenance and survival in the countryside.

Relevant research has been carried out in other 
important GIAHS (Liu et al., 2018; Zhang et al., 2019). 
Thus, we believe that the dissemination of this news from 
a GIAHS in Brazil is decisive for similar research in our 
famous tropical region. Seminars for extensive debate will 
still be necessary for the recent recognition by FAO to be 

in harmony with the plans for the use and management 
of the mosaics of the Espinhaço Reserve recognized by 
UNESCO, therefore parts of the same United Nations.
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