Brazilian Journal of Medical and Biological Research (2003) 36: 1-2

ISSN 0100-879X

Editorial

Brazilian Journal of Medical and Biological

Research 1981-2002

At the beginning of the 1980’s, ten
years after the initiation of the successful
activities of the new graduate programs
for training Master’s and Doctoral stu-
dents, the production of science in Brazil
was increasing rapidly and the major sci-
entific societies of the biomedical area
decided to create a Journal of international
level written entirely in English. José
Duarte de Araujo, the Vice-President of
the Conselho Nacional de Desenvolvimen-
to Cientifico e Tecnoldgico (CNPq), con-
vinced us to adopt and transform an al-
ready existing Journal (Revista Brasileira
de Pesquisas Médicas e Biologicas, with
the English subtitle Brazilian Journal of
Medical and Biological Research), cre-
ated by Michel Jamra, instead of creating a
new one, because the journal was already
covered in Current Contents. Therefore, in
1981 the Associacdo Brasileira de
Divulgacdo Cientifica (ABDC), a federa-
tion of Brazilian Scientific Societies (So-
ciedade Brasileira de Biofisica, Sociedade
Brasileira de Bioquimica e Biologia Mo-
lecular, Sociedade Brasileira de Farmaco-
logia e Terapéutica Experimental, Socie-
dade Brasileira de Fisiologia, Sociedade
Brasileira de Imunologia, Sociedade Bra-
sileira de Investigag¢@o Clinica and Socie-
dade Brasileira de Neurociéncias ¢ Com-
portamento), was created to edit and pub-
lish the new Brazilian Journal of Medical
and Biological Research. A few years later
(1984), the same societies significantly
expanded their initiative by creating the
Federacdo de Sociedades de Biologia Ex-
perimental (FESBE). The decision was
made to maintain ABDC and FESBE as
separate entities. However, their interac-

tion was facilitated because the Policy
Boards of both institutions were composed
of representatives of the same societies and
one of us, E.M. Krieger, was the first Presi-
dent of FESBE (1985-1991), followed by
S.H. Ferreira (1991-1995).

From 1981 to 2002, 5,772 papers were
submitted and 3,304 were published (57%).
Over the last eleven years the average num-
ber of papers published per year was 200,
with 80% of them originating in Brazil and
20% from other countries.

The ISI/SCR impact factor in 2001 was
0.769, the highest during the last 20 years,
and the total number of citations in 2001,
according to the same source, was 1453,
which is more than any other Journal pub-
lished in Central and South America. The
Journal is edited and published on the
Ribeirdo Preto campus of USP, where the
Faculty of Medicine of the University of
Sdo Paulo has provided continuous sup-
port. The Journal has been maintained fi-
nancially by the Ministry of Science and
Technology (FINEP and CNPq) and also
by the Fundacdo de Amparo a Pesquisa do
Estado de Sao Paulo (FAPESP).

The Brazilian Journal is now consid-
ered to be one of the most successful ex-
amples of a scientific Journal of interna-
tional quality edited in Brazil. Over the last
twenty years, the number of PhD graduates
in Brazil increased from approximately 500
to more than 5000 per year. Also, the num-
ber of scientific articles from Brazil in-
dexed in international data bases such as
ISI increased from approximately 2000 to
more than 10,000 per year during the last
20 years. The Brazilian Journal contrib-
uted to this impressive growth by publish-
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ing 2 to 4% of all internationally indexed
papers from Brazil during the 1990’s.

Perhaps the main contribution of the
Journal to the development of Brazilian
biomedical research cannot be measured
by the number of published papers, but
rather by the training of young scientists.
By means of the peer review process and
with editorial assistance by our staff, au-
thors are being trained to recognize and
carry-out quality research and to describe
their research clearly in a written docu-
ment. The policy of the Journal has been
and continues to be that if the science is
good the Journal will assist the author in
preparing the package. The peer review
system provides another excellent educa-
tional tool for teaching critical analysis.
Most of the 5,772 papers submitted to the
Journal during these 20 years were re-
viewed by two or three Brazilian scientists
and in most cases all the reviews were
circulated to all the referees.

ABDC recently elected Marco Antonio
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Zago as President and Jodo Batista Calixto
as Secretary to replace Eduardo Moacyr
Krieger and Sérgio Henrique Ferreira, re-
spectively. Lewis Joel Greene and Dalva
Pizeta were reelected. New blood and new
ideas will certainly be of great benefit to the
Journal. We do hope that in the near future
the number of papers submitted will in-
crease substantially allowing the Journal to
publish specific issues for each of its major
sections. At the end of our activities as
directors of ABDC and editors of the Bra-
zilian Journal of Medical and Biological
Research, we want to thank the scientific
societies of ABDC for their continuous sup-
port and confidence in our activities. We
also want to express our warm wishes for
the continued success of the Journal to
Marco A. Zago, Jodo Batista Calixto, Lewis
J. Greene and Dalva Pizeta.

Eduardo Moacyr Krieger
Sérgio Henrique Ferreira



