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also on the nutritional status of children younger
than five years; extremely important subjects to
health in infancy. This information was obtained
Health Statistics from the from several sources, specially the case studies and
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. oge research of the Demographic and Health Survey.
Amerlcas, 1998 Edltlon Death due to respiratory infection, diarrhea, mal-
nutrition, meningitis, septicemia, vaccine prevent-
Publisher: Pan American Health Organization able diseases, malaria, Aids and accidents are also
Scientific Publication No. 567 presented. Besides the death rates due to common

Washington D.C., 1998, 476 pp.

ISBN 92-75-31567-1 childhood diseases, there are also shown death rates

due to cancer among children of 0-4 years of age.
This is due to the fact that even though death due
§o cancer is low, the amount of money used for its

tation of public policies and also for the calcuIar}[re‘rjltrm:)nt 's large, representing an important part

tion of population projection. As social indicators,Of all the money destined for child health.

) i : Chapter Il is divided in two parts. The first
these estimates have a more informative charaghe deals with the number of deaths, with age in-

;enr:jsgc :ij?e)r/ir?crie a?l?sggrri%?ttael?t ng;l?snelg by S%&vals for the first five years, for the 30 specific
He%lth StaF\)tisticsF,) froym %lhe Ameri)(/:as 199t§qe causes of the eight major groups of causes deter-
' ined by PAHO. The statistics are presented for

" . X i
fourth edition of a series that was launched in 199% - :

) - 0 years: 1980 and the most recent year in which

\?v)i/t:]htehza:i QTOE’%%?;E%i%%g{gg%fﬁ'gﬂéﬁAHdghe necessary information, in order to calculate the

seareaated by sex. age and causes of mor%/alit death rate in age groups, was available at the mo-

grégated by sex, age and . Y flent of tabulating the data. The second part pre-

the American countries. Initially conceived as a

. o 'S Al ants the total deaths according to six major groups
annual seriedjlealth Statistics from the AmerlcasOf causes, making use of previous publications, for

is currently published every two years. o : . :

_ This edition is the firs‘g to include a s_pecial sect-cr;]riifhggg 2/56 g fg_”&da%rgligig?m-?ﬁ;gtﬁ]%r?ﬁt:_r

Egg’d,fjevﬁfg rt‘r?a}(hees tOp'Cthgef."’r‘IStthC?]l;”?gr COP',[IS tion allows a comparison with the previously pre-
, Which 1 up Irst chap M%ented data, even though this is the first time that

book. Divided into three parts, this chapter is, Bhe 5-19 age group has been desegregated. This

fact, very enriching. The first part describes th‘tajreak down is very important because it enables
population dynamics in the 0-4 years group. Al:

though the emphasis is on the transition of ththe analysis of the information referring to the

mortality rate in infancy, the text clearly shows theﬁealth of adolescents.
y Y, y Chapter 1l gives continuity to the previous

decline of fecundity which has been occurring in, jications by issuing the total deaths for the six
a marked manner among the developing countri

in this reqion ajor groups of causes, as well as for the 61 spe-
Inthegsecbnd art. mortality rates are present cific causes belonging to them. The totals have
part, y P (Eégeen calculated by sex and age for the data that

for eight major groups of death causes, recent : R :
proposed by PAHO, in several periods of child: O:ili?i(;ar:/alIable after the publication of the previous

hood (perinatal, early neonatal, late neonatal, pc.)sef It is important to emphasize that this edition is
neonatal and 1-4 years). This new cIassnﬂcauog valuable source of information. However the es-

of mortglities in 30 specific cases and eight majqrimates must be very carefully used because some-
groups is being presented by PAHO as being mofe. they are not comparable. In order to make

adequate for the study of the mortalities during thg, "\t mation adequate, it is important to read
first years of life. The use of sub-intervals of ageg, !

) e technical notes, which give the methodology
is due to the fact that the prevalence of each of th. 4" g the problems encountered in the data
major causes associated with the first five years al

life varies according to each one of the periods con- alysis.

sidered. These indices were calculated for the pe-

riods elapsed between 1960-1964 and 1990-1994. ~ ldrida Costa Le,itg
The third part presents statistics on the dura- Escola Nacional de Satide Publica

tion of partial and exclusive breast feeding and Fiocruz



