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Codes for the designation of trypanosome iso-
lates/stocks are necessary for the correct identifi-
cation and manipulation of parasites. The docu-
mentation of these parasites is very useful since,
using incorrect documentation, two or more re-
searchers could be working with the same sample
but with different designations. In addition, the
correct designation can facilitate sample exchanges.

Based on terminology, maintenance, documen-
tation and parasite designation for Trypanosoma
brucei of the World Health Organization (WHO
1986 Epidemiology and Control of African Trypa-
nosomiasis, 127 pp.), we suggest a number of codes
for labelling salivarian trypanosomes in the New
World. Reports and reviews on reservoirs and vec-
tors of salivarian trypanosomes in the New World
(CA Hoare 1972 The Trypanosomes of Mammals.
A Zoological Monograph, Blackwell Scientific
Publications, Oxford, 749 pp., PR Gardiner & MM
Mahmoud 1992 Salivarian trypanosomes causing
diseases in livestock outside Sub-Saharan Africa,
p. 277-314. In JP Kreier & JR Baker (eds), Para-
sitic Protozoa, Academic Press, USA, DH Ferris
1984 Trop Vet Med News 2: 1-37, L Touratier 1992

Ver Sci Tech Off Int Epiz 11: 285-294, M
Desquesnes 1996 Trypnews 3: 1-2) served as the
basis for this proposal. The codes suggested for
reservoirs and vectors of salivarian trypanosomes
in the New World are given in Table.

Many vectors and hosts of salivarian trypano-
somes in the New World are not included in the
recommendations of the WHO (loc. cit.) but can
be found in the document for labelling Leishma-
nia (WHO 1984 Technical Report Series No. 701
and 1990 No. 793). However, the codes proposed
in the present work can be used for labelling
salivarian trypanosomes using the methodology
described by the WHO (loc. cit.). For example, the
T. evansi stock maintained in Embrapa/CPAP and
designated as ETRG (Embrapa Trypanosomaiasis
Research Group) NN5 would have the following
code: MNAS/BR/96/ETRG-NN5, where M iden-
tifies the type of host animal or vector from which
the sample was isolated (e.g. M for mammalia and
I for insect). NAS is the generic code of the coati
(Nasua nasua). BR is the country of isolation and
should be given in accordance with the interna-
tional code of vehicle registration such as proposed
by the WHO (loc. cit.) (e.g. AR: Argentina; BO:
Bolivia; BR: Brazil; CL: Chile; CO: Colombia; EC:
Equador; GF: French Guyana; GY: Guyana; PE:
Peru; SR: Suriname; VE: Venezuela; etc.) The num-
ber 96 is the year of isolation and ETRG-NN5 is
the laboratory designation (e.g., laboratory code
and serial number).

The designation of derived populations, VATs
and VAT repertoires would be used as recom-
mended by the WHO (loc. cit.).

We believe that the nomenclature and codes
proposed in this work can be useful to facilitate
sample exchanges and to avoid the use of two or
more names on the same sample. Also, these codes
are very useful referring to species because in-
traspecific variations may be found among isolates
from different hosts or vectors belonging to the
same trypanosome species. We have incorporated
some codes from WHO´s Leishmania and Trypa-
nosoma (WHO 1984, 1986, 1990 loc. cit.) host
codes in an effort to avoid duplication and ambi-
guities.
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TABLE

Codes proposed for reservoirs and vectors of salivarian trypanosomes in the New World

Name Scientific name Code

Monkeys Alouatta ALOa

Alouatta caraya ALR
A. seniculus ALE
A. ursina ALR

Llamas Auchenia glama AGL
Lama glama LGL

Alpaca Auchenia peruana APE
Marsh deer Blastocerus dichotomus BLD
Zebu Bos indicus BIOb

Cattle Bos taurus BOTb

Water buffalo Bubalus bubalis BUB
Vesper mouse Calomys callosus CAA
Dog Canis familiaris CANb

Domestic goat Capra CAPb

Clyomis Clyomis laticeps CLL
Hyaena Crocuta CROb

Agouti Dasyprocta punctata DAU
Long-nosed armadillo Dasypus novemcinctus DAN
Vampire-bat Desmodus rotundus DER
Wolf Dusicyon thous DUT
Donkey Equus asinus EQDb

Tayra Eira barbara EIB
Horse Equus caballus EQHb

Six-banded armadillo Euphractus sexcinctus EUS
Ocelot Felis concolor FEC
Cougar Felis pardalis FEP
Jaguarundi Felis yagouarondi FEY
Capybara Hydrochaeris hydrochaeris HHY
Dipaka Lama pasos LPA
Short-tailed Opossum Monodelphis domestica MOD
Giant anteater Myrmecophaga tridactyla MYT
Coati Nasua nasua NASa

Deer Odocoileus gymnotis OGY
O. chiriquensis OCH
Mazama satorii MAA
M. americana MAM
M. rufa MAU
M. gouazoubira MAG

New World mice Oryzomys sp. ORYa

O. fornesi ORF
O. concolor ORC
O. subflavus ORS

Domestic sheep Ovis OVSb

Pampas deer Ozotoceros bezoarticus OZB
Raccoon Procyon cancrivorous PRC
Bush dog Speothos venaticus SPV
Stomoxys Stomoxys sp. STO

Stomoxys calcitrans STC
Domestic pig Sus SUSb

African Buffalo Syncerus caffer SYNb

Tabanidae Tabanus sp. TAB
Tabanus importunus TAI

Lesser anteater Tamandua tetradactyla TAE
Tapir Tapirus terrestris TAR
White-lipped peccary Tayassu pecari TAP
Collared peccary Tayassu tajacu TAA
Three-banded armadillos Tolypeutes matacus TOM
Punaré Thricomys apereoides TRA

a: codes proposed by the World Health Organization (1984); b: codes proposed by the World Health Organization
(1986).


