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Cancer screening and COVID-19 pandemic
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Dear Editor, 
We would like to share ideas on article “Dealing with cancer 
screening in the COVID-19 era.” Fagundes et al. concluded 
that “the decision to keep cancer screening must be discussed 
and individualized, considering the possibility of new waves of 
COVID-19”1. The importance of primary preventive interven-
tion including cancer screening should not be neglected during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. The practice guidelines might be dif-
ferent in different settings. The coverage rate and cancer detec-
tion rate are interesting parameters to be monitored. In our set-
tings, the rates of some cancer screening might be decreased and 
some might be increased. For example, self-breast examination 
is increased due to the promotion of this cancer screening prac-
tice. Also, the availability of primary care units is still another 
important factor for promoting cancer screening activity. In the 

area with maintaining function, cancer screening rate has not 
been significantly decreased during the COVID-19 outbreak. 
Risk of delayed screening and cancer detection is recognized 
during the crisis and it is necessary to have good public health 
policies to manage it2. Mazidimoradi et al. noted that main-
taining the capacity of screening services, lifting of restrictions, 
and reducing fear in the public are necessary for maintaining 
successful cancer screening during the COVID-19 pandemic3.
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