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Migrainous periorbital ecchymosis
Equimose periorbitária na enxaqueca 
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A 27-year-old woman, with migraine with aura since age 9, devel-
oped two episodes of alternating periocular ecchymosis, with one-
month interval, which happened a few hours after the headache 
onset (Figure 1). The pain lasted more than usual (48 to 72 hours), 
and the ecchymosis persisted from three to four days. After over two 
years of follow-up, there was no recurrence of such episodes.

The spontaneous periorbital hematoma/ecchymosis in 
migraine is a rare entity assumed to reflect complex neurovascu-
lar changes1,2, specifically vasodilation of intracranial and extrace-
rebral blood vessels through the release of vasoactive substances3. Figure 1. Periorbital ecchymosis after a migraine attack.
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