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Unidigital clubbing in a patient with ulnar
neuropathy due to Hansen’s disease
Baqueteamento unidigital em uma paciente com
neuropatia ulnar secundaria a hanseniase
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A 37-year-old woman presented with a 5-year history of skin
lesions with multiple erythematous papules, enlarged
nerves on palpation, and a right ulnar neuropathy, charac-
terized by weakness and wasting of intrinsic hand muscles
and numbness in the fifth and fourth fingers of the right
hand, with unidigital clubbing. This is an unusual sign,
previously reported in finger trauma, median nerve neurop-
athy, brachial plexopathy, sarcoidosis, and vascular condi-
tions such as aortic aneurysms. To our knowledge, the
present is the first report on ulnar neuropathy secondary
to leprosy, confirmed by skin biopsy, and serves as a clue to
the diagnosis of mononeuropathies.’
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Figure 1 Patient’s hand, showing unidigital clubbing of the right
hand’s fifth finger and wasting of the interosseous muscle as well as
the fifth finger abduction sign (Wartenberg sign).2
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