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There is no previous report about the 
prevalence of human intestinal parasites in the 
town of Alpercata, located in the Eastern area of 
the State of Minas Gerais, Brazil. In order to 
assess the current status of intestinal parasitic 
infections, fresh stool specimens were obtained 
from 1,573 subjects in the time frame between 
July and August, 1990. The subjects represent 
about 10% of the local population estimated in 
15,000 habitants. The stool specimens were 
submmited to the sedimentation technique1. Form 
every specimen three thick films were made, 
stained with a drop of iodine solution, and 
immediately examined in the microscope. Table
1 summarizes the results obtained. For most 
parasites the group more frequently parasitized 
was that of shoolchildren with ages between 6 and
10. Schistosoma mansoni was the exception, 
with the highest prevalence occurring between 11 
and 30 years of age. The maintenance of soil- 
transmitted helminthic infections caused by 
A scaris lum bricoides, Trichiuris trichiura, 
Strongyloides stercoralis and hookworm in the 
town of Alpercata ocurrs most probably in the 
peridomicile, where the children stay frequently 
during the day. The relatively high prevalence of 
Taenia sp is explained by the absence of sanitary 
control of the meat (pork and cow). Pork highly 
infected with Cysticercus cellulosae could be 
found at a local meat shop.

The town of Alpercata i s poorly urbanized 
having basically a rural appearance. Adequate 
sewage lines are non-existent and so is water 
treatment which comes basically from homemade 
wells. These last observations are probably enough

to justify the prevalence of Giardia lamblia and 
Entamoeba histolytica. A survey of the molluscs 
capable of serving as intermediate hosts for 
Schistosoma mansoni in water collections of the 
municipality yielded important observations. A 
small creek runs through the dowtown area , 
collecting much of the improvised sewage line. 
This creek then dumps into a main and secondary 
ponds serving as play areas for children and adults 
throughout the year. In the main pond, 292 
Biomphalaria glabrata (Planorbidae) varying from
0.2 to 3.7 cm in diameter and 5 Drepanotrema sp 
were collected. Examination o f the B. glabrata 
revealed a rate of infection by S. mansoni of 12%.

These findings demonstrate the poor health 
status prevailing in this town which claims attention 
from the sanitary authorities.
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