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Heart-Shaped lung hydatid cyst in a chest radiograph   
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FIGURE 1: Lateral direct radiograph shows a hydatid cyst resembling a 
heart.

A 36-year-old woman presented for evaluation of chest pain. 
Posteroanterior direct radiography showed a homogeneous 
opacity in the middle zone of the left lung. Lateral chest 
radiography showed a heart-shaped opacity with smooth edges in 
the posterior of the left lung (Figure 1). Given these findings, the 
patient underwent a left thoracotomy. In addition, cystotomy and 
capitonnage were performed on the hydatid cyst in the superior 
segment of the left lower lobe.

Hydatid cyst disease is an important parasitic disease seen in 
areas where agriculture and animal husbandry are carried out. The 
most common pulmonary clinical manifestations are cough, chest 
pain, dyspnea, and hemoptysis1,2. Clinical findings and radiological 
examinations are usually sufficient for diagnosis in areas where 
the disease is endemic. Hydatid cysts may present with different 
radiological appearances depending on the affected organ and the 
site, nature, and size of the cyst. Treatment is surgical, and the use of 
albendazole is recommended to prevent postoperative recurrences3.
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