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eefy red asymptomatic penile
esion: unusual presentation of
quamous cell carcinoma�,��

ear  Editor,

 65-year-old  male  was  presented  with  a  lobulated  beefy
ed  plaque  on  his  penile  shaft  with  a  two-month  duration.
uring  the  physical  examination  there  was  a  well-defined
on-tender  erythematous,  lobulated,  sessile  with  a  growth
f  size  of  approximately  5  ×  3  cm  involving  glans,  coronal
ulcus  and  the  penis  shaft  (Fig.  1).  There  was  no  lym-
hadenopathy.  Initially,  the  patient  had  mild  pruritus  and
ith  subsequent  interval  of  time  noticed  tiny  penile  growth
hich  gradually  progressed  to  an  increased  present  size  in

 two-month  duration,  along  with  some  difficulty  to  retract
he  prepuce.  No  history  of  dysuria  was  present.  He  was  oth-
rwise  in  good  health.  His  family,  medical  and  social  history
as  non-contributory.  He  had  history  of  smoking  for  20  to  25
ears,  and  quit  smoking  for  the  last  5-year  period.

Even  though  the  patient  denied  any  sexual  contact,  a  dif-
erential  diagnosis  of  condyloma  acuminate,  condyloma  lata
nd  granuloma  inguinale  were  kept  with  other  remote  dif-
erentials,  which  were  verruciform  xanthoma  and  squamous

ell  carcinoma.  All  biochemical  and  haematological  inves-
igations  including  lipid  profile,  liver  function  test,  kidney
unction  test,  serum  electrolytes,  routine  and  a  microscopic

� How to cite this article: Rani S, Sardana K, Ahuja A. Beefy red
symptomatic penile lesion: unusual presentation of squamous cell
arcinoma. An Bras Dermatol. 2021;96:383---4.
�� Study conducted at the Department of Dermatology, Dr Ram
anohar Lohia Hospital, New Delhi, India.
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xamination  of  urine  and  complete  blood  count  were  within
ormal  limit.  Dark  ground  microscopy  for  Treponema  pal-
idum  and  tissue-smear  for  Donovan  bodies  were  negative.

 serological  test  for  syphilis  and  Elisa  for  HIV  Type  1  and  2
ere  negative.  The  initial  biopsy  specimen  reported  condy-

oma  accuminata  with  squamous  cell  showing  loss  of  polarity
ithout  any  cytological  atypia.  Repeat  biopsy  was  sent,
hich  was  consistent  with  squamous  cell  carcinoma  with
apillary  features  (Fig.  2).  An  ultrasound  of  the  abdomen
nd  pelvis  was  done,  which  were  normal.  A  surgical  excision
as  done  and  this  re-confirmed  the  diagnosis  of  squamous
ell  carcinoma  in  situ.

The  asymptomatic  beefy  red  lobulated  plaque  on  the
enile  region  has  various  differentials.  As  the  patient
ad  a  negative  tissue  smear,  the  possibility  of  Condyloma
igure  1  Well  defined,  erythematous,  fleshy,  lobulated,  ses-
ile growth  involving  glans,  coronal  sulcus  and  shaft  of  penis.
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CASE  LETTER

igure  2  Beefy  red  asymptomatic  penile  lesion:  unusual
resentation  of  squamous  cell  carcinoma.  Atypical  cells  with
uclear  overcrowding,  loss  of  polarity,  lack  of  surface  mat-
ration,  high  N:C  ratio,  hyperchromatic  nuclei,  and  multiple
itotic  figures.  Focal  clear  cell  change  is  noted  at  the  junction

f atypical  epithelium  and  normal  epithelium  (Hematoxylin  &
osin,  ×40).

cuminata  and  verruciform  xanthoma  was  kept.  Verruci-
orm  xanthoma  is  a  rare  entity  that  principally  involves
he  mouth.  Genitalia  are  the  next  most  frequently  affected
rea,  where  it  presents  itself  as  a  painless,  yellow-brown,  or
ed,  verrucous,  sessile,  or  papillary  plaque.  As  the  patient
ad  no  regional  lymph  node  enlarged,  squamous  cell  car-
inoma  was  not  considered  as  a  first  differential.  Also,
here  was  no  pre-existing  lesion  which  can  predispose  to  the
evelopment  of  squamous  cell  carcinoma.  Nonetheless,  the
iopsy  confirmed  a  diagnosis  of  squamous  cell  carcinoma  in
itu.  Squamous  cell  carcinoma  is  the  most  common  tumor
f  the  penis,  and  presents  itself  either  as  a  flat  growth,
nfiltrating,  or  papillary  growth,  or  a  hard  painless  lump.
enile  carcinoma  is  mainly  a  localized  disease  (39%),  with
arcinoma-in-situ  making  up  37%  of  the  total  penile  car-
inoma  cases.1,2 It  is  most  commonly  diagnosed  in  elderly
atients  (50---70  years).2 It  has  a  higher  incidence  in  the
eveloping  countries  and  is  most  commonly  on  the  glans
enis  (48%),  followed  by  the  prepuce  (25%),  the  glans  and
he  prepuce  (9%),  coronal  sulcus  (6%)  and  on  the  shaft  (<  2%).
inety-five  percent  of  these  malignancies  are  squamous  cell
arcinomas.3

Our  case  was  initially  seen  in  the  STD  referral  center,
ence  the  diagnosis  of  squamous  cell  carcinomas  was  not
onsidered  as  a  first  differential.  The  lack  of  any  other
redisposing  factors  and  lack  of  regional  lymph  node  involve-
ent  might  have  been  a  reason  for  a  clinical  diagnosis  of

of  inguinal  metastases,  patients  with  invasive  squamous  cell
carcinomas  of  the  penis  involving  the  glans  or  the  distal
part  of  the  shaft  who  undergo  adequate  partial  amputation
have  a  long-term  survival  rate  of  70%---80%.  Of  patients  with
involved  lymph  nodes,  40%---50%  can  be  cured  with  lymph
node  dissection,  whereas  untreated  patients  usually  die
within  2---3  years.5 In  this  case,  partial  penectomy  was  done.

This  case  elegantly  demonstrates  the  possibility  of  squa-
mous  cell  carcinoma  even  without  any  predisposing  factors,
which  can  mimic  common  sexually  transmitted  disease,
herein  Condyloma  acuminata  and  granuloma  inguinale.
Needless  to  say,  in  doubtful  cases  a  repeat  biopsy  is  war-
ranted,  as  demonstrated  in  our  case,  to  enable  correct
management  in  such  circumstances.
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nother  reason  for  not  considering  squamous  cell  carcinoma.

The  treatment  of  squamous  cell  carcinomas  in  situ  is  local
xcision,  though  partial  penectomy  and  monthly  follow-ups
or  at  least  1  year  is  appropriate  for  patients  with  small,
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r  moderately  to  poorly  differentiated  primary  tumors
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