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The publication of the Citation Report and its most 
relevant number, the Journal Impact Factor (JIF), by Jour-
nal Citation Reports (JCR) in the Web of Science, which 
is sponsored by Clarivate Analytics, is a medium-term 
evaluation of scientific journals. The JIF is an index 
calculated by dividing the number of citations of the ar-
ticles published in the JCR year “y” by the total number 
of citable articles published in the two previous years 
(“y−1” and “y−2”) in a given journal(1).

ABO has grown 29.2% since the last report, from 
0.617 to 0.872. It is still below 1.0, considering it has 
only been followed since its inclusion in the Web of 
Science in 2010, except for 2017, when a special report 
on Zika virus resulted in hundreds of citations in the 
months following its publication.

This growth is a result of honest, unpaid, and unsel-
fish work of reviewers and members of the editorial 
board. It is a conquest for a Brazilian journal that has 
been published in Portuguese for almost 70 years and 
only in print in the majority of its 85 years in publica-
tion(2). ABO editors are aware that the JIF, like the p-value, 
is a controversial element in academic life, and its utility 
requires caution(3,4). Hence, we should not summarize 
the assessments of individual researchers and their re-
sults using metrics for more prominent journals.

We want more in the future. We are not just drea-
ming, and the reasons are: we have a qualified editorial 
board composed of experienced professors, ophthal-
mologists, and researchers who are recognized for their 
academic merits around world; we are receiving manus-
cripts and letters from all continents; and the journal is 
open access, free for authors, and equipped with the 
most advanced tools and rules of scientific publication.

In 2010, when it entered the Web of Science and JCR, 
ABO was among the 56 journals in the ophthalmological 
field. In the last JCR in 2020, the list of journals in ophthal-
mology was 62; in 2021, the list has increased to 89. We 
would like to congratulate the editorial board on the 
excellent performance of the journals listed in JCR and 
welcome the new journals. We know from experience 
that hard work and commitment are behind the numbers 
presented in this report. Comparative analysis allows for 
a healthy completion for quality in editorial work.

We would also like to express our gratitude to our 
readers, authors, reviewers, editors, and our sponsor, 
The Brazilian Council of Ophthalmology. They are the 
basis for the future of ABO. Editorship is an everyday 
team commitment, and the efforts of this team will be 
the antidote against the insomnia and nightmare of being 
downgraded. In this way, we trust that ABO will continue 
to be among the best scientific journals in the world.

REFERENCES
1.	 Waltman L, Traag VA. Use of the journal impact factor for assessing 

individual articles: Statistically flawed or not? F1000Res [Internet]. 
2020 [cited 2021 Jul 27];9:366. Available from: Use of the journal 
impact factor for assessing individual articles: Statistically flawed 
or not? (nih.gov)

2.	 Lira RP, Vieira RC, Gonçalves FA, Ferreira MA, Maziero D, Passos 
TH, et al. Influence of English language in the number of citations 

Citation report: the nightmares and dreams of the 
editor: we grew 30%
Relatório de citação: os pesadelos e sonhos do editor: crescemos 30%
Eduardo M. Rocha1 , Rodrigo Pessoa Cavalcanti Lira2 , Silvana Artioli Schellini3 , Rosalia Antunes-Foschini4 

1. Faculdade de Medicina de Ribeirão Preto, Universidade de São Paulo, Ribeirão Preto, SP, Brazil.

2. Universidade Federal de Pernambuco, Recife, PE, Brazil.

3. Faculdade de Medicina, Universidade Estadual de São Paulo “Júlio de Mesquita Filho”, Botucatu, SDP, Brazil.

4. Hospital das Clínicas, Faculdade de Medicina de Ribeirão Preto, Universidade de São Paulo, Ribeirão Preto, SP, Brazil.

Submitted for publication: July 27, 2021 
Accepted for publication: July 29, 2021

Funding: This study received no specific financial support.

Disclosure of potential conflicts of interest: None of the authors have any potential 
conflicts of interest to disclose.

Corresponding author: Eduardo M. Rocha. 
E-mail: emrocha@fmrp.usp.br

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7974631/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7974631/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7974631/
about:blank
about:blank
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9888-7313
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7274-1065
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6938-1230
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7865-8967
about:blank


Citation report: the nightmares and dreams of the editor: we grew 30%

VI Arq Bras Oftalmol. 2021;84(5):V-VI

of articles published in Brazilian journals of ophthalmology. Arq 
Bras Oftalmol [Internet]. 2013 [cited 2021 Jun 21];76(1):26–8. 
Available from: SciELO - Brasil - Influence of English language in 
the number of citations of articles published in Brazilian journals 
of Ophthalmology

3.	 Lira RP, Moreno RN, Rocha EM. The number of citations in a 
scientific journal does not increase through an administrative act. 

Arq Bras Oftalmol [Internet]. 2018 [cited 2021 Jun 18];81(5):V. 
Available from: SciELO - Brasil - The number of citations in a 
scientific journal does not increase through an administrative act

4.	 Woolston C. Impact factor abandoned by Dutch university in hiring 
and promotion decisions. Nature [Internet]. 2021 [cited 2021 Jul 
18];595(7867):462. Available from: Impact factor abandoned by 
Dutch university in hiring and promotion decisions (nature.com)

about:blank
about:blank
https://www.scielo.br/j/abo/a/mLFsgHHqrckm8MdCfb9r9nt/?lang=en
https://www.scielo.br/j/abo/a/mLFsgHHqrckm8MdCfb9r9nt/?lang=en
https://www.scielo.br/j/abo/a/mLFsgHHqrckm8MdCfb9r9nt/?lang=en
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
https://www.scielo.br/j/abo/a/5WtJwDYNLLL3d3CcPwpRR8N/?lang=en
https://www.scielo.br/j/abo/a/5WtJwDYNLLL3d3CcPwpRR8N/?lang=en
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-021-01759-5
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-021-01759-5

