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Fig 1. National hospice for the insane inpatients. Left: causes for hospitalization (mainly alcoholism for men, and hysteria, for 
women. “Dementia precoce” and epilepsy are also relevant causes); Right: death causes (mainly tuberculosis, “general paralysis” 
and marasmus) (report of 1904–1905, by Afrânio Peixoto5).
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Fig 1. Causes of hospitalization and deaths observed in 1904 at the National Hospice and Colony for the insane (in 1806 patients – 
1136 men and 670 women, 196 deaths). Graphic: causes for hospitalization (mainly alcoholism for men, and hysteria, for women, 
but “dementia precoce” and epilepsy are also relevant causes); Table: causes of deaths (mainly tuberculosis, “general paralysis” 
and marasmus) (adapted from report of 1904–1905 by Afrânio Peixoto5).

Diseases M W T Diseases M W T

Pulmonary tuberculosis 6 29 35 Cerebral softening 1 1 2

General paralysis 20 - 20 Meningitis 2 - 2

Marasmus, cachexia 
(catatonic, lipemaniac, etc.)

4 16 20 Meningoencephalitis 1 1 2

Enterocolitis 2 15 17 Mitral insufficiency 1 - 1

Cardiac syncope 3 12 15 Arterio-venous aneurysm 1 - 1

Dysentery 9 3 12 Uncinariasis 1 - 1

Pneumonia 3 4 7 Angiocolitis 1 - 1

Arteriosclerosis 3 3 6 Severe jaundice 1 - 1

Acute delirium 3 3 6 Rectum gangrene 1 - 1

“Mal” epilepticus 2 3 5 Acute peritonitis 1 - 1

Nephritis - 4 4 Bromic coma 1 - 1

Scurvy 2 2 4 Uremic intoxication 1 - 1

Beriberi 4 - 4 Acute decubitus 1 - 1

Myocarditis 2 1 3 Erysipela 1 - 1

Nervous syphilis 3 - 3 Septicemia and suppurative 
otitis

1 - 1

Brain hemorrhage 3 - 3 Aortic narrowing - 1 1

Senile marasmus 3 - 3 Cardiac steatosis - 1 1

Asphyxia (submersion and 
suffocation)

1 1 2 Profound anemia - 1 1

Aortic insufficiency 1 1 2 Delirium tremens - 1 1

Typhoid fever 2 - 2 Visceral polysteatosis - 1 1
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MEN WOMEN 1=idiocy; 2=imbecility; 3=mental retardation; 
4=neurasthenia; 5=hysteria; 6=epilepsy; 7=psychopathic states, 
degeneration, disnoias; 8=paranoia; 9=toxic psychosis, alcoholism; 
10=psychose autotoxicus, exhaustion, etc.; 11= infectious 
psychosis, syphilis, atypical smallpox, etc; 12=manic depressive 
madness; 13= precocious dementia; 14=paralytic dementia, 
general paralysis; 15=terminal dementia; 16=senile dementia; 
17=under observation; 18=not alienated.

Causes of deaths

Various types of madness

CORRECTIONS




