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Dear Editor,
We appreciate the opportunity to respond to the comments raised in the letter 
to the editor regarding our article “Post-vaccination incidence and side effects of 
COVID-19 in a cohort of Brazilian healthcare professionals: an internet-based 
survey.”(1) We thank the authors for their interest in our study and for 
raising important points.

We agree with the authors that it is challenging to exclude symptoms 
resulting from other causes, rather than from the COVID-19 vaccine. Our 
study has acknowledged this limitation because it is difficult to distinguish 
between preexisting comorbidities and side effects of the vaccine. This is also 
consistent with findings from other studies that have highlighted the challenges 
in attributing symptoms to the adverse effects of the vaccines.(2,3)

Furthermore, we agree with the authors that it is essential to continue 
monitoring adverse effects following COVID-19 vaccination. As vaccination 
programs continue to roll out globally, monitoring and reporting vaccine-
related adverse effects are crucial to ensuring public trust in their safety 
and efficacy.

Despite these limitations, our study found a higher incidence of minor 
adverse effects, such as fever and headache, in individuals with a history 
of previous SARS-CoV-2 infection following COVID-19 vaccination. This 
finding is consistent with other studies that have reported an increase 
in adverse effects following the second dose of the vaccine, particularly  
in individuals with a history of previous infection.(4,5)

We hope that our findings, as well as those of other studies reporting the 
adverse effects following COVID-19 vaccination, will encourage individuals to 
continue getting vaccinated against COVID-19 because it remains one of the 
most effective ways to mitigate the spread of the virus and to protect individuals 
and communities against severe illness and death.

Once again, we thank the authors for their valuable contribution and 
appreciate the opportunity to respond to their concerns.

Sincerely,
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