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PRrErFACE

Latin Americaplant cytogeneticshasbeen extensively
studied by several groupsworking independently through-
out the region, focusing on plant breeding as well as on
cytotaxonomic and evolutionary studies. Especially before
the eighties, the main outlet for the scientific production
of such research groups hasbeeninregional journals, fre-
quently non-indexed and hard to accessfor foreign research-
ers (or even those from their own countries). Dueto each
region’s historical and cultural peculiarities, on the one
hand, and floristic and biogeographic characteristicson the
other, these groups have often worked independently with
the same plant species, using similar technical approaches,
but with only very limited contact between them. That has
been the case with both maize and beans, widely cultivated
and studied throughout the continent, aswell aswith many
wild species, such asthose of the generaHippeastrumand
Paspalumand the family Commelinaceae.

Morerecently, this picture hasbegun to change with
the attempt to index the main scientific periodicals of each
country, aswell aswith thefacilities offered by new com-
munication media. A decisive step to bring these groups
into closer contact is the establishment of an appropriate
forum for debating research advancesinthisarea. Withthis
in mind, the First Latin American Symposium on Plant
Cytogenetics and Evolution was held at the Universidade
Federal de Pernambuco, in Recife, Brazil, half way between
Mexico and Argentina, 21-23 July 1999. Theevent included
participantsfrom Argentina, Brazil, Mexico and Uruguay,
along with aguest from Germany, Dr. Wilfried Morawetz,
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who hasvast research experiencein Latin America. In spite
of the trans-hemispheric dimension of the Latin-Ameri-
can continent, this symposium was planned asarelatively
small, periodic meeting of specialistsin plant cytogenet-
icsand evolution. It wasfree of the drawbacks of parallel
sessions and unnecessary formalities, allowing research
students and professors to enjoy this time to the fullest,
interacting asafriendly community.

Of the 21 lectures presented, 16 can befound inthe
present volume. Among the lecturers, onewho stands out
isProf. Juan Hunziker, honored by the symposium for his
pioneering research in South American plant cytogenetics,
resulting in around one hundred publicationsand thetrain-
ing of many cytogeneticists.

Theorganizersarevery grateful to those colleagues
from other Brazilian research centers and from abroad who
believein thisnew forum and cameto Recife, bringing the
symposiuminto being. Equally important wasthefinancial
support from the Universidade Federal de Pernambuco
(UFPE), Fundagdo de Amparo aCiénciae Tecnologiado
Estado de Pernambuco (FACEPE), Conselho Nacional de
Desenvolvimento Cientifico e Tecnol 6gico (CNPg), Socie-
dadeBrasileirade Genética(SBG), and severa other insti-
tutions that helped individual researchersto take part in
thesymposium.
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