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Editorial Coment: Retroperitoneoscopic pyelolithotomy: a good alternative treatment 
for renal pelvic calculi in children
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This video Cezarino et al. (1) was very well about a retroperitoneal laparoscopic pyelolithotomy. 
While executed flawlessly, the applicability of this video to the average urologic practice is limited be-
cause of the other treatments readily available that are usually exhausted prior to laparoscopic stone 
surgery. Generally, open and robotic/laparoscopic approaches are used in combination with procedures 
for coexisting anatomic abnormalities. PCNL, ESWL, and ureteroscopy are safe, available at most insti-
tutions and should be utilized in the pediatric population as first-line therapy (2). Despite this, the video 
does add to the literature and will be needed as a guide for those rare cases when laparoscopic stone 
surgery is needed.
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