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Reproduzimos a seguir um artigo publicado recentemente no New York Times:
“Measure Calls for Wider Access to Federally Financed Research”, By Warren E. Leary

Washington, June 25 — A group challenging the power of established scientific journals says legislation
will be introduced to make the results of all federally financed research available to the public. The group, the
Public Library of Science, which includes scientists, doctors, researchers and their public supporters, plans to
announce legislation on Thursday that would give taxpayers greater access to scientific data. The group’s
objective is an open system of scientific publishing that would bypass the current system, which centers on
journals that charge, through their subscriptions, for access to results.

The measure places results of research financed primarily by the government into the public domain so
access cannot be prohibited by copyright, said Dr. Michael B. Eisen, a co-founder of the library, and a biolo-
gist at Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory. The bill also calls on federal agencies to improve access to
their research results.

Representative Martin Olav Sabo, Democrat of Minnesota, is to introduce the measure, called the Public
Access to Science Act. A spokesman said that Mr. Sabo was concerned about patients’ access to the latest
medical research and that he would seek co-sponsors for the bill.

American taxpayers invest about $45 billion a year in scientific and medical research, and the results
should be readily available to them, Mr. Sabo said. “It defies logic to collectively pay for our medical re-
search, only to privatize its profitability and availability,” he said in a statement.

Dr. Harold E. Varmus, president of the Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center in New York and chair-
man of the Public Library of Science, said the legislation would help get out the message that scientific results
should be more easily available to more people. “Privately owned journals can’t tie up scientific information,
and people should begin discussing this issue,” Dr. Varmus said.

The Public Library of Science, with the help of a $9 million grant from the Gordon and Betty Moore
Foundation, will begin publishing an online, peer-reviewed journal on biology in October, followed by a
medical science journal early next year.

Access to the journals is to be free, and the operating expenses are to be financed by $1,500 fees charged
to researchers whose papers appear. Most research grants are large enough to include payments for publish-
ing results, proponents say.

Traditional journals like Nature and Science publish papers at no charge to researchers but recoup costs
and sometimes make profits with advertising and paid subscriptions, on paper and online.

Dr. Alan I. Leshner, chief executive of the American Association for the Advancement of Science, which
publishes the journal Science, said everyone concerned with scientific publishing was looking for the best
way to improve assess to information on the Internet and elsewhere.

“We are all looking for the best model to assure access to quality scientific information,” Dr. Leshner said,
“We’re experimenting with different methods to do the same thing.”

Science magazine, for instance, is giving free online access to institutions in developing countries and
providing site licenses to hundreds of universities so that everyone on those campuses has free access.

Naio seria a estratégia descrita no NYT politicamente cor-
reta e sensata? Alids, a mesma ja vem sendo praticada pela
Mat. Res., que mantém versdes eletronicas de livre acesso
em dois sites: www.scielo.br e no www.nit.ufscar.br/matres.

Este nimero € composto por 11 trabalhos selecionados
do I Encontro da SBPMat, realizado no Rio de Janeiro de 07
a 10 de julho de 2002, sob os cuidados do professor Guillermo

Solorzano, a quem publicamente agradecemos. Ha ainda 8
artigos provenientes da carteira regular da revista.

Virios autores t€m nos questionado sobre os niveis do
Portugués, Espanhol e Inglés exigidos para publicacio de
artigos na Mat. Res. Esclarecemos aqui que os trabalhos
cuja ortografia e gramatica sejam consideradas inaceitaveis
pelos revisores ou pelo Editor Principal somente sdo publi-



cados apds corre¢do por especialista e nova andlise pelo
Editor, que freqiientemente, mas nem sempre, envia suas
proprias sugestdes aos autores. Os custos da revisdo do In-
glés sdo cobertos pelos autores.

Da carteira regular da revista temos aproximadamente 40
artigos em andlise, dos quais devera ser publicado o préximo
nimero da revista. Dos 145 trabalhos encaminhados pelos
organizadores do CBECIMAT, em janeiro e fevereiro p.p.,
temos a seguinte situagdo: 117 estavam com 2 revisores cada
e 28 ndo entraram em julgamento, pois os autores nao res-
ponderam a carta do editor sobre a originalidade dos artigos.

Estdo em fase adiantada os trabalhos de revisao dos ar-
tigos que compordo um nimero temdtico oriundo de con-
gresso internacional - High temperature corrosion in energy
related systems - organizado pelo professor Fernando Rizzo,
no final do ano passado. Também ja negociamos a publica-
¢do de um niimero especial com trabalhos selecionados do
PTECH 2003, a ser realizado no Guaruja, SP, em novem-
bro deste ano. Nesse nimero contaremos com o auxilio de
trés editores convidados - membros do corpo editorial da
Mat. Res. —os doutores José Carlos Bressiani, Aluisio Klein
e Francisco Ambroésio Filho.

Essa expressiva carteira de artigos € similar a de
renomadas revistas. Temos quantidade suficiente de traba-
lhos para editar com exceléncia os préximos trés ou quatro
nimeros!

Os recursos para a editoragao eletrdnica deste vigésimo
nimero da Mat.Res. foram provenientes da FAPESP (para
os autores vinculados a institui¢des paulistas). Agradece-
mos também ao auxilio financeiro do Departamento de
Engenharia de Materiais - DEMa/UFSCar - para as despe-
sas de correio, do LaMaV/UFSCar para as despesas com
fax, telefone e parte do custeio da assistente editorial; e do
NIT/ UFSCar pela criagcdo e manutencao da home-page. A
ABM tem contribuido com parte do custeio da assistente
editorial. As secretarias da ABC, ABPol e ABM tém nos
auxiliado na divulgacdo e no gerenciamento das assinatu-
ras e dos recursos financeiros.

Cordialmente,

Edgar Dutra Zanotto
Editor in Chief
30-06-2003



