LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Microcephaly caused by Zika virus and viral
detection in maternal urine

Dear Editor

We read the publication on “Microcephaly caused
by congenital Zika virus infection and viral detection
in maternal urine during pregnancy” with great in-
terest . It reported “a case of virus infection in a
25-year-old woman during the first trimester of her
pregnancy, confirmed by laboratory tests only for the
detection of viral particles in maternal urine, with
imaging studies demonstrating the progression of cra-
nial and encephalic changes in the foetus and later in
the new-born, such as head circumference reduction,
cerebral calcifications and ventriculomegaly.” In fact,
this report is a classical finding of Zika virus dis-
ease. The infection is usually asymptomatic and the
detection of the virus in the body secretion includ-
ing to urine is possible 2. According to this report,
we might conclude that there are co-incidence of
detection of Zika virus in maternal urine and there
is an abnormal infant with microcephaly. However,
the interesting concern is whether we can assume
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that finding of Zika virus in maternal urine in as-
ymptomatic pregnant mother has any clinical pre-
dictive clue for congenital microcephaly in infant.
As mentioned, asymptomatic Zika virus infected
mothers are common and not all asymptomatic in-
fected mothers give birth to abnormal child. In our
country, in tropical Asia, there has never been any
abnormal child born to asymptomatic Zika virus in-
fected pregnant women3.
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