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We thank the colleagues for their contribution to the infor-
mation presented in our 2021 study, corroborating a previ-
ous observation made by one of the authors of that article.1,2

Certainly the study carried out by the colleagues presents a
broader evaluation and uses statistical tests that clearly show
that Brazilian andNorth American authors consider Brazilian
orthopaedic research in a similar way.3 This finding is of
extreme relevancy, showing that colleagues from another
country consider our scientific production. Undoubtedly this
reflects one of the great achievements carried out in recent
years by placing our largest journal on the largest scientific
data search platform in the world.

In the study carried out by colleagues, an increase in the
number of articles published by the Revista Brasileira de
Ortopedia over the seven years included in Table 1 is clearly
observed, going from 98 in 2013 to 131 in 2020. In parallel, it
is noted that the number of citations to Brazilian authors also
increased, going from 17 in 2013 to 123 in 2020. Interesting-
ly, the number of articles by Brazilian authors in this same
period did not increase significantly, going from93 in 2013 to
109 in 2020. In the same way, it is observed that the number

of citations (excluding self-citations) increased from 2013
(0.097) to 2020 (0.248), however it still seems to us that it
remains quite low for the quality of scientific production
developed in our country.3

It was exactly this aspect what we wanted to raise and
bring to the discussion in our article, as currently the most
used model both for evaluating scientific journals and the
visibility of what is published by the author continues to be
the impact factor (IF). IF was proposed the “journal impact
factor” to evaluate journals in the Citation Index and to assist
librarians in choosing which journals to subscribe to.4 In a
relatively simple formula, a journal’s IF is an average of the
citations that papers published in the previous two years
attracted that year. Although it has become a staple in many
types of analyses of a journal’s scientific impact, recently the
application of the journal impact factor in politics and
decision-making in academia has been criticized as it can
often be based on false beliefs and unjustified inferences.5

For sure, a more effective indicator could involve considering
the total number of citations a publication receives from its
year of publication up to the end of the most recent year.6
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While this aspect remains an active and critical point of
discussion in academia, including the fact that it is a scien-
tometric index calculated by Clarivate and indexed by the
Clarivate Web of Science, in our study we wanted to address
which strategies that can be employed so that we can
gradually, but solidly, increase the number of citations
from Brazilian authors to Brazilian authors. The current
study corroborates our thoughts that only the development
and implementation of strong strategies can improve the
visibility of the journal in the world academic-scientific
scenario.
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